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of the legwork, assembling 
material from scrapbooks and 
newspaper mircofilm records. 
Johnson, who also relied heavily 
on persorial recollection, admitted 
he was probably the logical choice 
to put it all together. 

"Sam knew I was in the business 
and sort of commissioned myself 
to do it." 

The material was mostly to- . 
gether. by February. The manu
script, J ohnson's first a ttempt at a 
book, complete by September. 

"I was surprised I could write 
that kind of olume and complete 
it. I was pretty happy from that 
point of view," he notes . 

"No, it didn' t seem like a lot of 
work," Jolmsol1 adds. "I was glad 
to have the chance to go back over 
it. It was hours spent, but hardly 
what I would call work ." 

He'll get his first look at the book 
this weekend along vith everybody 
else. It will be a vailable at a cost of 
$10. 

Of course, Johnson will be at
tendi ng the fun fesnvities , and ad
mits he's already looking forward 
to seeing familiar faces of friends, 
and family again. 

"My brothers and sisters will be 
there. We'll gather at Sam's, and 
go through the whole thing again. " 
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Was Broadway Bernie a Wo 

By JEFF TRIBE 
01 Tbe Sentlnel-Reylew 

Bernie Nicholls's flamboyant 
style emerged with the full-length 
fur coat he wore as a Junior A star 
in Kingston. He was the perfect 
model of a playboy in shorts and 
shades on the beach in Los Angeles, 
and today, something of the legend 
lives on in New York as (the now
married) 'Broadway Bernie'. 

But as a 16-year-old rookie wtth 
the Navy Vets in Woodstock, Onta
rio, Nicholls confesses he dido't· 
make much of an impression on the 
opposite sex. 

"I never went out with anybody, 
I liked a couple of girls, there was 

a couple of cheerleaders that were 
all right," he said in a telephone in
terview from the family cottage in 
Haliburton. "But I never went out 
with anybody - then I was too 
young and too shy." 

Laughing, former coach Ed Mac
Queen acknowledges Nicholls was 
young, but insists not only his 
hockey talent was evident during 
the New York Ranger superstar's 
1977-78 season with the Vets. 

"I know all the girls liked him. He 
was a bashful, good-looking kid, but 
he had quite a following here. Once 
he left the dressing room there was 
always quite a few girls around. 

"I don't think it's changed that 
much - maybe it has now - he's 
married." 

Whatever other abilities Nicholls 
developed while in Woodstock, un
doubtedly those on the ice were the 
most significant. 

He came out of Haliburton's mi
nor hockey system after his first 
year of midget, where he led the 
team in scoring. The Navy Vets 
were then a junior B franchise, giv
ing Nicholls the opportunity to play 
a level of hockey he couldn't get lo
cally. 

"Just getting out, playing away 
from my home town was kind of dif
ferent," he recalls. "Being from a 
small town, 16 years old, not know
ing anybody was a big change." 

The Nicholls family remains very 
close today, and at the time, Bernie 
says the biggest problem was leav
ing his parents and home. 

"Thai's probably the biggest neg
ative thing as a hockey player. A lot 
of kids with a lot of talent don't 
make it because of that. I think it 
helped living with my cousin (Craig 
Stamp, who's now in Calgary)." 

Nicholls attended Huron Park 
while in Woodstock. Early exits 
from school for afternoon football 
games remain some of his clearest 
memories. 

"They had a great football team,
although · I was probably there 
looking at the cheerleaders rather 
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